
Le Poët-Laval : The small 
hill in the valley (pogetum 
vallis).
The commune of Poët-Laval 
is divided into two parts: the 
lower section - Gougne, and 
the higher section - Vieux 
village. Most services and 
a new disused church are 
located in the first section 
while the second is a medieval 
site that earned the village 
its label «Plus beaux villages 
de France» (France’s most 
beautiful villages) and its 
registration as an historical 
monument since 1924. 
Wandering in the old alleys 
of the old village one can 
discover «Renaissance» 
houses with their worked 
girders and typical mullioned 
windows.
In the 16th century, the 
Reformation converted 
supporters in the region and 
numerous modest churches 
were built. Poët-Laval’s 
church, which was built in 
the 17th century, was also a 
«community house». 

Thanks to its dual-purpose, the 
church was saved and is thus the 
oldest protestant church in the 
Dauphiné, but also one of three 
churches of France, dating from 
before 1685, having survived the 
demolition campaign committed 
before and after the revocation 
of the Edict of Nantes. The two 
other churches are the church of 
Collet-de-Dèze in Lozère, and the 
“hidden” church from Veleaux in 
Bouches du Rhône.
Attached to the church is the ancient 
house of a Knight Hospitaller, 
which now houses the Musée du 
Protestantisme Dauphinois. The 
museum, which serves as the start 
for the “Sur les Pas des Huguenots” 
trail, presents the history of 
Protestantism in the Dauphiné 
- from the first churches to the 
religious wars, from the beginning 
of the Edict of Nantes to its revocation, 
and the history of the Protestants 
from their persecution through the 
Resistance until modern days. 
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Drôme

HIKING GUIDE

5,8 km 171 m

1h30 164 m

Pays de Dieulefit Tourist Office : 04 75 46 42 49

Services at the beginning and at the end of each stage

Le Poët-Laval
Hotel • Camping • 

Bed and breakfast • Supply • 
Café • Post office • 

Bus stop

Dieulefit
Hotel • Camping • Bed and Breakfast 
• Restaurant • All shops • Post office • 

Supply • Bank/cash dispenser • 
Bus stop • Bicycle repair
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In the valley of Jabron, since the 
prehistory, the “coil” pottery is part 
of local knowledge. Since the discovery 
of the local kaolin clay, the quarries 
of Poët Laval and Dieulefit supplied 
a good quality refractory clay. The 
pottery activity develops and improves 
through the centuries, with potter’s 
wheels and kilns. It became a very 
important activity in the valley. The 
number of potters increases between 
the XVIIth and the XVIIIth century 
and passes from 9 to 80 workshops.
During the XVIIth century, workshops 
scatter out-of-town, in particular 
because of the fire risks.

The regular firings, requiring a lot 
of wood, the potters contribute widely 
to the clearing of woods around the 
towns. A regrowth would have been 
possible, if there had been no herds of 
goats causing considerable damage. 
So at the end of the XVIIth century, 
during the exile, the landscape 
between Poët Laval and Dieulefit 
quickly evolved from a completely 
forested valley, towards the landscapes 
of bare meadows which we perceive 
today. 

What to see: The entirety of the old village in its restored state.
What to taste: The local goat’s cheese «Picodon»

Project co-financed by the European Community under the LEADER program
www.surlespasdeshuguenots.eu/en/

European Cultural Route
SUR LES PAS DES HUGUENOTS
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After leaving the museum, head to the left and follow de GR® markings. Go 
down the small path until reaching the free car park and the village’s waterworks.

At the intersection indicated by the signpost “Station de pompage”, make a left 
and follow the paved road until a fork in the road marked by a wooden cross. Follow 
the paved road to your left until the next intersection (Fond Gary zone) and make a right.

Follow the stream. Take the dirt path on the left (Les Granges basses zone). 
After passing a sandpit on the left, a stream cuts across the path. Continue straight 
onto the paved road (Le Plan zone).

The road becomes a dirt path and enters the forest. Ford the stream or cross 
it with the small bridge on your left. At the next fork in the path, stay on the right. 
Follow the GR® markings to cross the forest and follow the path until running 
straight into a larger path.

Make a left (towards the Le Rossignol zone), there is a meadow on your right. When 
the trail descends to the left, continue to follow the meadow on your right. Follow a small 
dirt path. Ignore the path that heads towards the ruins below on the left, and follow the 
trail to your right. On your left, there is a beautiful view of the village of Poët-Laval.

Once you reach the crest of the hill, just before the water reservoirs of 
Dieulefit, leave the dirt path behind and make a right onto the paved road. Head 
straight down (towards the La Bonasse and Domaine de Réjaubert zones) until 
the outskirts of the village of Dieulefit (signpost for the intersection “Maleval”).

Once on the departmental road, making a right will lead you straight to the 
center of the village.

This portion of the trail ends in the center of the village
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Marking :

The hiking trails GR® and the country hiking trails GRP®, marked out by white-red and/or yellow-red markings, are created by the 
FFRandonnée. They are protected in conformance with the intellectual property code and the markings are registered at the INPI. 
Nobody can use those markings without an express authorization. GR® hiking trails and GRP® country hiking trails are registered 
trademarks, as well as the white-red and yellow-red color markings. 
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